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Columbia River Estuary
Casplan Terns

e 1962 Rice ldand Created

e« 1984 — East Sand Is. colony
established with ~ 2000 birds

e 1986 — Colony relocated to
Rice Is. with ~ 2000 birds
numbers increasing ~ 20,000

e 1995 NMFSBO - Study

e 1999 - Implement

e 1999 — Pilot Study




1999 Pilot Relocation Study

Project Objectives.

Discourage Nesting at Rice
|sland

Encourage nesting at East
Sand Island

Test Relocation M ethods

Monitor & Evauate



1999 Accomplishments

« Established a core nesting
colony of 1,400 pairson
East Sand |sland

» Refined relocation
techniques

 Verified that relocation
substantially reduced the %
of smoltsin thetern’s diet.




Diet Composition
of Ternsin 2000

Ead Sand Idand




Result of Moving Terns
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Columbia Rivear Estuary
and Coastal Sites

e Total consumption by terns nesting in estuary in 2000 was 7.3
million salmonid smolts, or 6.4% of the 115 million out-migrating
smolts that reached the estuary.

e Year 2000 tern relocation “saved” 6 million smolts, the estimated
number of smolts that would have been consumed if all Caspian terns
had nested on Rice Idand.



Y ear 2001/2002 Actions

e 2001 Environmental Assessment Actions
— Remove vegetation on 4 or more acres on East Sand Island
— Lawsuit by ABC, Audubon, Defender’s
— Preliminary injunction prevents any action on Rice |sland
e 2002 Actions

— Permanent injunction : no action in estuary

 Worked with Department of Justice to settle out of court.






